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BOB MCMULLAN

MEETS WITH UGANDAN ALUMNI

On Friday 6 November 2009, Australian Parliamentary Secretary for International
Development Assistance Bob McMullan hosted a dinner for Ugandan scholarships alumni in
Kampala, as part of a four-country visit to Africa.
The Australian
Government has been
running scholarship
programmes in various
forms in Africa since 1960
and since that time has
supported over 260
students from Uganda to
study in Australia. This
year a further 14
Ugandans will study in
Australia.
The event was attended by
the Ugandan Minister of
State for Higher Education,
Honourable Ms. Geraldine
Namirembe Bitamazire, and
several other senior officials
from the Ministry of
Education and Sports in Uganda.
Mr. George Ebong, an Alumnus of the Australian
National University (MA, 1993-94), also spoke on
behalf of other Alumni attending the dinner.
Mr. Ebong is currently the Education Officer,
Partnerships and Sub-National Program
Implementation with United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), Kampala.

benefiting from a number of
AusAID-funded projects in
the countries visited, and
heard their stories firsthand, including
scholarships alumni.
While in Uganda he visited
the Nakanyonyi Primary
School where orphaned
and vulnerable children
grow a fruit and vegetable
garden and tend to farm
animals as a means of
learning about agriculture,
with the help of Child Fund.
The garden also acts as a
food source for the most
vulnerable of the children,
and generates an income
for the school with excess
produce being sold at the town market.
In the spirit of the global campaign 1Goal
Education for All (www.join1goal.org) with the aim
of creating momentum to give all children the
chance to go to school, Mr. McMullan gave new
soccer balls as gifts to the children at the
Nakanyonyi Primary School in Jinja, Uganda.

IN THIS ISSUE
During his visit to Africa, Mr. McMullan visited Kenya,
Uganda and Malawi to meet with heads of aid
organisations to talk about Australia's increased
involvement in delivering aid to African countries, and
to confirm that plans for future work are in line with
the needs of the countries.
Mr. McMullan took the opportunity to meet people
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Overall aid to Africa increased
Well, it's certainly been a busy time here on the ADS Programme. As some of you
will no doubt have seen, Australia's Government has confirmed its commitment to
increasing overall aid to Africa, but also to expanding the Africa Australian
Development Scholarships Programme by a factor of 10 - from around 100 awards
to 12 countries in 2009, to up to 1,000 awards to the whole of Africa by 2012/13.
That means that there'll be a lot more ADS Alumni out there, which is undoubtedly
a good thing.
In addition, we're coming up to our next round of
ADS Alumni workshops, which promise to be as
entertaining, stimulating and useful as last year.
Details of those workshops are on page 12 in this
newsletter, so I'll simply say that if you know of any
ADS Alumni that have not yet registered on the
database, please encourage them to join! They won't
get invited if they're not on the database, and they'll
miss out on some great courses.
The place to go to register as an Africa ADS
Alumni - or to update your details - is
http://www.adsafrica.com.au/alumnipage.php.
I've also been spending a bit of time looking at
where our Alumni and current students studied
with these being the most popular;
University of Queensland, Brisbane; Curtin
University of Technology, Perth; University of
Melbourne; University of Sydney; University of
Newcastle; Monash University, Melbourne;
University of New South Wales, Sydney; Flinders
University, Adelaide; University of Western Australia,
Perth; Australian National University, Canberra;
James Cook University, Douglas, Queensland and
University of Victoria in Melbourne.
Matthew Pritchard
ADS Programme Manager

African ADS awardees have been to at least 29 Australian Universities. I'd also like to encourage all
Alumni to register on our Forum. Although we were beset with further technical difficulties with the
forum this year, we believe we've now sorted them out.
Please visit http://www.adsafrica.com.au/forum.php to register.
Cheers
Matthew Pritchard
ADS Programme Manager
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NEW GRM-ADS MEMBERS
With the increased workload as a result of the higher number of scholarships AusAID
now offers to African Countries, GRM-ADS welcomes three new staff members.
They came on board in September this year.

Gerda Branders is a
Programme Assistant
responsible for processing
scholarship applications from
Swaziland, Rwanda and
Namibia. She is also
responsible for office
administration and Alumni
duties.

Jermima Khomari, also a
Programme Assistant, is
responsible for processing
scholarship applications from
Malawi, Zambia, Liberia and
Sierra Leone.

Julius Chikuni is a Finance
Officer responsible for finance
administration duties.

STIPENDINCREASED

DID YOU KNOW?

The 2010 intake awardees and current
ADS students in Australia will be
pleased to hear that AusAID has
increased the stipend from A$23,008 to
A$ 25,000 per annum.

There are a total of
39 Universities in Australia
as compared to
23 Universities in
South Africa.
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AUSTRALIAN-AFRICA SCHOLARSHIPS

OMAR GIBRIL SALLAH
SHARES HIS STORY OF SUCCESS
Omar Sallah from The Gambia looks back on how his Scholarship changed and
moulded his life. He secured a Special Commonwealth African Assistant Plan
(SCAAP) Scholarship back in 1969-70 to pursue a Bachelor of Arts Degree at the
University of New England, Armidale, New South Wales, Australia.

Omar Gibril Sallah
Omar Gibril Sallah is the Principal Advisor to the Secretary General and Head of the Civil
Service and the Minister responsible for the Civil Service, His Excellency the President of
The Gambia in the Quadrangle, Banjul.
Sallah advises on public service matters, and needs all the necessary resources to enable him to
deliver the requisite advice in their quest to guide their country in its fight against poverty and
under-development, in line with the objectives of the UN Millennium Development Goals and their
own economic development plans and strategic objectives.
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AUSTRALIAN-AFRICA SCHOLARSHIPS
Omar Gibril Sallah story continues
This is his story of success.
“In 1969 on arrival, my first stop in New South
Wales was the city of Sydney. It
was my first time to visit a large
cosmopolitan city, and it was an
overwhelming experience. In
Sydney at the Old Imperial Hotel,
near the famous Kings Cross, a
designated Education Officer took
me for my first call at the
Department of Education and
Science in North Sydney. There I
was briefed about the conditions
of my award. I immediately felt at
ease with their warm and friendly
approach. After a couple of days in Sydney, I
travelled to my final destination in U. N. E. in
Armidale; a small country town with superb
facilities for higher education. I was
accommodated at Earle Page College, and
still have fond memories of my four-year stay
in this University environment”.

lively debates, sharing of ideas and friendly
banter. It was characteristic of the
democratic culture that was nurtured and
still strives in Australia.”
The professionalism, commitment
and dedication of the faculty staff
and lecturers made a great
impression in moulding his mental
outlook, and spurred him further to
strive for academic excellence in
his course of study, he recalls.
“Armidale, the University town,
provided me with an environment
which allowed me to interact freely
with diverse cultures as the
student population was culturally a very mixed
one, representing all continents. It gave me the
opportunity to socialise and network in a very
small and close-knit society. I still have fresh
memories of the bottle parties, the pub crawls,
barbeques and similar outdoor activities. What
was most striking during this period is the spirit
of Australian 'mate-ship' that prevailed
throughout my stay in Armidale.

Following orientation prior to his enrolment at
the Arts Faculty, he studied
“These were very bright
Australian History, Politics,
History, Economics, Philosophy
students, and the
and Sociology. By the time he
environment was
graduated in his fourth year
conducive
with an Upper Second Class
to lively debates,
Degree in Political Science, he
was specialising in Politics,
sharing of ideas and
Political Philosophy and Public
friendly banter.
Administration.
It was characteristic

At U. N. E., I still remember
with gratitude the invaluable
assistance I received in my
career development by Prof.
Colin Tatz, Mr. George
Westbrook and Mr. Graham
Maddox, all from the Political
Science Department; and Mr.
Brian Birchall, Philosophy
Department.

of the democratic
“I have very fond memories
culture that was nurtured When I moved to Sydney in
of my days in Armidale” he
says. It was a period when
the Fall of 1974, my first
and still strives
students on campus were
Point of Contact was Prof.
in Australia.”
divided into two camps: the
Henry Mayer, Head of the
Extreme Right Christian Faction led by
Government Department at the University of
Andrew Davies; and the Radical Left AntiSydney.
Establishment Faction led by students such as
Adrian Shackley, Wendy Jay and Allan
My Postgraduate work at Sydney University on
Oshlack. “These were very bright students,
Government was supervised by Prof. Richard
and the environment was conducive to
Spann of the Government Department.
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AUSTRALIAN-AFRICA SCHOLARSHIPS
Omar Gibril Sallah story continues

I graduated with a Masters degree specialising
in Government and Comparative Politics. My
days in Sydney, like the ones in Armidale,
were also very memorable and rewarding.
I still have fond memories of places such as
International House and the Forest Lodge Pub
where most of the foreign students and their
Australian friends usually gathered, and the
Dionysius Restaurant in North Sydney where I
worked part-time during holidays as a Kitchen
Hand.
The Scholarship was very generous and each
of the awardees' had an official who visited us
regularly to check on our progress and
welfare. In Australia not only were the
Universities open to us, but our colleagues
and friends, both men and women, opened
their homes and hearts to us and made us feel
really welcome. This is particularly true of the
small university town of Armidale and its
hospitable rural environment. I left Australia
with a very good impression and with the view
that these guys are really 'FAIR DINKUM', he
says with a glint in his eye.
On his return to The Gambia in 1975, Sallah
was posted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
as Assistant Secretary. In 1976, he was
dispatched to Tripoli, Libya to open the first
Gambian Diplomatic Mission in that country as
1st Secretary and Head of Chancery. In Libya,
he was covering countries such as Malta,
Tunisia, Algeria and Italy. He left Libya in 1980
and returned to The Gambia on promotion as
Principal Assistant Secretary at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs 'till 1984 when he was
transferred to the High Commission in London
as a Counsellor and Head of Chancery.
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“I left London in 1989 for Riyadh, Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia. There I assumed the duties of
Counsellor/Deputy Head of Mission. In 1991, I
left Riyadh for New York where I assumed
duties in our Mission at the United Nations as
Deputy Permanent Representative. At the end
of 1992, I returned home and was posted to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Deputy
Permanent Secretary. After six months I was
transferred to the Ministry of Defence as
Deputy Permanent Secretary. In 1994, I was
promoted as Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Defence. In this position, I served in various
Ministries such as the Ministry of Fisheries &
Water Resources, Ministry of Environment &
Forestry and served on many Government
Boards as Chairman and Secretary” says
Sallah.
Currently, he is the Permanent Secretary,
Personnel Management Office, Office of
The President; Chairman, Management
Development Institute Board of Governors;
Secretary, Public Service Board and also
the Principal Contact Point for the
Commonwealth Secretariat in The Gambia.
He is 65 years old, and married with five
children. He still keeps contact with some of
his Professors and friends. He says “I value
friendship and I learnt a lot from the spirit of
Australian comradeship, warm heartedness
and informality. My studies have provided me
with the critical and analytic mind needed to
develop, design and appraise policies
necessary for the development and wellbeing
of my people and country.
“I shall continue to use the skills that I
have acquired largely due to the
benevolence of the Australian
Government and tax payers for the
benefit of my country, and my own
personal development and wellbeing.
Since my return from Australia in 1975 I
have not returned to that country. I am
looking for the first opportunity to visit
the Lucky Country," he said in closing.
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AUSTRALIAN-AFRICA SCHOLARSHIPS

DS OofF Change
Winds
W IN
CHANGE
“While it is not possible to say that I have solutions for the problems we face as
a nation, I am confident that I am sufficiently inspired to think beyond the
confines of the routine I was used to as a government officer and be proactive
in developing new ideas for the sake of empowerment of our people.”
Daniel Borter - Kenya
Mr. Daniel Borter, a Kenya national who
studied Master of Development Studies at
the University of Melbourne says that
studying Development Studies in Australia
exposed him to different concepts relevant
to addressing development challenges in
his country.
Borter hopes to apply what he has learnt by
actively contributing his ideas in the
formulation and implementation of projects at
his workplace (Kenyan Ministry of Livestock)
and thinks that he will play a significant role in
his private capacity as a citizen, in mobilising
the communities and groups that he will be
working with, to effectively pursue their
development agendas.
According to Borter, living in Australia not
only proved fruitful, it was also a dream
come true.
Although finding accommodation and settling
down was a challenge, life improved through a
network of friends. He became part of a
church community, volunteering with MS
Society of Victoria as a community visitor for
the aged and worked part-time as a disability
attendant support worker, which he says
helped him develop a deeper understanding of
Australian Society. “ It is through these
experiences that I have been able to share in
the pain of disasters such as the 'Black

Saturday' bush fires in Victoria, the thrills of
footie, the joys of newborns and the inevitable
mourning of those who have passed away”
adds Borter.
Borter says that he hopes that in five to ten
years, his country will achieve appreciable
levels of food security for all and that none
should die of hunger nor rely on relief food as
their main source of nutrition. “I would also like
to see enhanced access to information,
education, basic infrastructure, better housing
and general improvement in people's
livelihoods, and I believe I am in a position to
contribute to these things when I go back to
work,” adds Borter.
He goes on to say that another challenge he
faced was the inadequacy of time for
everything he would have liked to do, but says
that he prioritised his studies, and still had
some time for other activities to enrich his
student life.
Borter is currently on study leave and will
be returning to work in the same Ministry
(Kenyan Ministry of Livestock), where he is
employed as a Senior Livestock Officer.
He hopes to be offered a different posting
since he is now keen on pursuing a
deployment that can allow him to work directly
with communities in rural areas.

“I strongly welcome an opportunity for other Kenyan and Africans in general to benefit
from these AusAID sponsored scholarships and was pleased to learn that the Australian
Government has increased AusAID Scholarships given to African Countries.
There is definitely a benefit for host countries of those who obtain scholarships to study
in Australia. I am delighted and will forever be grateful to AusAID for affording me this
opportunity.”
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NEWS FROM AWARDEES ABROAD

Valera writes us from Tasmania
Valera was one of the 2009 Intake Mozambican ADS Awardees, studying Applied
Science (Marine Environment) at the University of Tasmania.
Initially she was a bit anxious, she says:
“I was a bit hesitant when I was informed that my course
had changed from Applied Science (Aquaculture) to
Applied Science (Marine Environment), but was very
pleased to learn that I would do my coursework in
Aquaculture of seaweeds. I also wondered if it would be
easy to adapt to the Australian environment. The journey
to Australia was approximately one and a half days. Most
of the things were new to me; big baggage, huge airports,
different language, but fortunately, everything went great,
from departing from Mozambique to arriving in Australia”.
During the first month, Dias received her school ID card,
health card, bank card. She says she also uses cards in
supermarkets, laundry, bookshops and for meals, “too
many cards”, she says shaking her head in amazement.
Nevertheless, Dias says she soon got into the swing of
things and before she knew it, she had already started
the Introductory Academic Programme.
“The IAP was very useful in terms of orientation. There
were only eight of us in the programme and although all
of them were from English speaking countries, it became
Valera Dias in
very easy to communicate with them. I felt like the 'unique
Gorge Park Launcestor City
African'
initially, but soon found comfort in their presence and
the lecturers.”
Her last IELTS results met the requirements, but she
still felt she needed some extra lessons. Diane, her
mentor, assured her that her English was not too bad
and said that if she still needed assistance, it would be
arranged.
“With all that said and done, I am happy to say I
got a lot more than I bargained for,” she adds.
She feels that she has learnt a lot of things in
Aquaculture already and can't wait until the end of the
course so that she can go back and apply the
Getting to first name base with a “roo” knowledge in teaching her students, and get working on
projects in Mozambique.
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“I am very happy to have been awarded this scholarship and fully believe that I will achieve
my objectives”, she says.
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NEWS FROM AWARDEES ABROAD

Mathabo made her mark at QUT
“It was wonderful to be in a conducive environment where everyone was
respected, recognised and valued,” says Mathabo Pulumo of Lesotho.
With a shriek of delight, Mathabo Priscilla Pulumo
accepted her Master of Education award from the
Queensland University of Technology's Director of
Student Support Services, Chris Hepperlin, in a special
graduation ceremony recently in Brisbane.
“QUT made me grow professionally and I believe that I
will share every moment, experience, knowledge and
information I got from QUT community when I get back
to my country,” Mathabo says.
Along with her graduating colleagues from the
Philippines, Indonesia, the Pacific and Malaysia,
Mathabo was encouraged by Chris Hepperlin, in his
address to the graduates, to maintain the links they
have established while at QUT.

“Join an alumni, it is important that you stay
in touch with each other and with your
institutions. Make sure you sign up to make
the most of the networks for graduates
everywhere.”
Chris Hepperlin, Queensland University of
Technology

Mathabo and colleagues during the
graduation ceremony at QUT

Mathabo, from Lesotho, is a favourite amongst her
QUT colleagues and university lecturers. In going to
Australia she temporarily left behind her two beloved
daughters and grandmother. “They made it easy for me
to study, because they always sounded cheerful and
assured me that everything was well at home when I
called them,” she says.

Bright, happy and always ready with a quick smile or
some friendly advice, Mathabo soon made her mark at QUT, and has developed many life-long
friendships. “I had a great time in Brisbane and am going to miss it, but will remain in contact,” she
says with a big smile.
“My life motto is to socialise and make friends wherever I go”, Mathabo explains. “It helps
one to understand each other's cultures and accept them in order to make life easier.”
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THANK YOU! - FROM AUSAID ALUMNI

THABISILE IS NOW ARMED WITH A
MASTERS IN PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Thabisile Tsanyane of South Africa
cannot stop singing AusAID's
praises. She says she lacks words to
express her gratitude.
Tsanyane is one of the many AusAID alumni
who says being awarded the AusAID
scholarship has exposed her to a lifetime of
opportunities. She studied Master of Project
Management at the University of Southern
Queensland and graduated in July of this year.
“I have gone back to work and could not wait
to share my knowledge with others,” she says.
She goes on to say that AusAID scholarships
helped her gain valuable insights on project
management principles, skills and techniques.
“Armed with this new tool kit in project
management, I anticipate that even though we
might, at times be in over our heads, we will

better rise to any challenge set before us, and
this on my part was made possible though the
scholarship AusAID offered me.”
Going back to work, she says that applying the
knowledge and skills she acquired, improves
the processes from planning and
implementation, to monitoring and evaluation
of projects.
Apart from the invaluable studies, she says
that the scholarship has given her a platform to
explore several opportunities like travelling and
exploring the country "down under," as well as
meeting new people and networking.
“I can now proudly say that I've seen
koalas, kangaroos and beautiful birds in
their natural habitat.”

“I would like to
thank you all for
your support,
encouragement,
kind words, acts
or gestures, in
assisting with
my studies, I
could not have
made it without
you!”

From left: Nacy Kitchin, student relationship officer at the University of Southern Queensland
(Springfield campus), Thabisile Tsanyane &, Rionna Martin, International Liaison Officer at USQ
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AUSAID EVENTS: PRE-DEPARTURE BRIEFINGS
09 November 2009 - Awardees from South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland
and Namibia were briefed at the Southern Sun Hotel in Arcadia, Pretoria.
South African, Botswana, Lesotho,
Swaziland & Namibian awardees at
their pre-departure briefing with Mr.
Andrew Edge

12 November 2009
Mozambican awardees were briefed
at the Avenida Hotel in Maputo.
24 November 2009
Awardees from Zambia and Malawi
were briefed at the Taj Pamodzi
Hotel in Lusaka.

From left: Precious Mulaudzi and Nomzamo Kuzwayo
of Souh Africa who attended the Pretoria PDB session

HE Ms Ann Harrap, Australian High Commission with
Nominating Authority of Lesotho, Mafumane Makhetha

From left: Rosemary Zikalala and Portia Griffiths of
South Africa who attended the Pretoria PDB session

John Brock (AusAID representative)
opens the Mozambique PDB
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SA PDB-COCKTAIL

26 November 2009
Awardees from Kenya, Uganda,
Tanzania and Rwanda were briefed
at the Laico Regency Hotel in
Nairobi.

AUSAID EVENTS: PRE-DEPARTURE BRIEFINGS

From left: Matthew Pritchard (ADS), Vincent Tshikambu (RSA) , Gerda Branders (ADS), Senyeki Marebane (Alumni)
and Otsile Modise (ADS)

Botswana awardees from left: Cobra Molatlhlegi,
Bernard Phillimon, Rapula Okaile, Aobawkwe Batsima
and Bakani Nlebgwa

From left: Pheko Suhlane, Tso Sechaba
and Simon Bereng of Lesotho

IN A JOLLY
MOOD
12

AND LOOKING
FORWARD TO
THE CHALLENGES
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Alumni Workshops
STRATEGIC GOVERNMENT AND
PUBLIC SECTOR REFORM
Presented by Professor Geoff Gallop, Former Western Australian Premier and
current Director of the Graduate School of Government, University of Sydney.
The programme will focus on contemporary issues facing the public sector and the need
to adopt a strategic approach in dealing with them. Special attention will be given to
scenario planning with space provided for participants to engage in small-scale scenario
planning exercises.
Lecture Topics:
1. Globalisation and the history of public sector reform
2. The Art of the Long-Term in politics and policy
3. Different methods for analysing the future, including Scenario Planning
4. Strategic management
5. Skills for strategic management
Dates:
23-24 November 2009 - held at the Taj Pamodzi Hotel in Lusaka.
26-27 November 2009 - held at the Laico Regency Hotel in Nairobi.
A single bracelet does not jingle.
Congolese Proverb

DID YOU KNOW?
Swimming - In 1838 it was declared illegal to
swim at public beaches in Australia during
daytime. This law was enforced until 1902.
·
Female vote - Australia was the second country
to give women the vote.
·
Emus and kangaroos cannot walk backwards,
and are on the Australian coat of arms for that
reason.
·
The 'dingo fence' in Australia is the longest fence
in the world, and is about twice as long as the
Great Wall of China.
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